Kids Column

"Therefore, putting away lying, 'Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,’ for we are
members of one another.” (Eph. 4:25)

A little boy visited his aunt, who reprimanded him for telling a lie. "Do you know," she warned, "what happens to little
boys who tell lies?" "No, what, Auntie?" the little boy asked. "Well," she said, "there is a man up in the moon, a little
green man with just one eye, who sweeps down in the middle of the night and flies away to the moon with little boys
who tell lies and makes them pick up sticks all the rest of their lives. Now you won't tell lies any more, will you, for it's
awfully, awfully naughty?" The little boy pondered in his heart, "And, | thought | was a liar!"

Let us always speak the truth. "...All liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is
the second death." (Rev. 21:8)

"eseThey did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” (2 Thess. 2:10)

Tony Campolo told of taking an airplane from Califonnia to Philadelphia one stormy night. It was late, but when the

man in the next seat learned that Campolo was a Christian, he wanted to talk. The man said, "l believe that going to

heaven is like going to Philadelphia. You can get there by airplane, train, bus, OR automobile. There are many ways
to get to Philadelphia.”

Campolo mentioned that when they started descending into Philadelphia, the place was fogged in. The wind was
blowing, the rain was beating on the plane, and everyone looked nervous and tight. As we were circling in the fog, |
turned to the theological expert and said, "I'm certainly glad the pilot doesn't agree with your theology." He asked,

"What do you mean?" | replied, "The people in the control tower are giving instructions to the pilot. '‘Come in north by
northwest, three degrees, you're on beam; don't deviate from the beam.' I'm glad the pilot's not saying, 'There are
many ways into this airport. There are many approaches we can take.' I'm glad he's saying, 'There's only one way we
can land this plane, and I'm saying on course." (From Contemporary lllustrations, p. 79)

Jesus said, "l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me." (John 14:6)

Memory Verse
James 127
Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is thiss to visit orphans and
widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

Gods Plan Of Salvation
Hear-Romans 10:17, Believe John-8:24, Repent-Luke 13:3, Confess Romans-10:9-10, Baptism-Acts 2:38, Remain
Faithful-Revelation 2:10
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When to $ay “Yes,” How to $ay “No” Boundaries With Teens

By: Jim Deason

When Wilson asked me to write this article on raising teens the subtitle he gave me was “When to Say ‘Yes,’ How to Say
‘No.” With tongue planted firmly in cheek, my response was “NEVER!” and “EMPHATICALLY!!” Why such a response?
Because parenting teens in this society is not for cowards. These are difficult times in which to raise good kids and for a lot
of reasons. It is not unusual to hear older parents, once having gotten over the empty nest syndrome and having done a
pretty good job in raising their own brood to remark, “l wouldn’t want to do it over again in this generation” or, “l really
fear for my grandchildren and | don't know what is going to happen to my great-grandchildren.” These are not
statements of despair but rather of real concern regarding how to bring up godly kids in an ungodly world. To the
parents who are reading this | want to say — don't lose heart and don't give up. Let me remind you that this is not the
first generation to face difficult times. Noah raised a godly family in a very wicked world (Gen. 6:5-12). If he did it, you
can too.

Boundaries are important. If you wait until your children are in their teen years to set them, however, you have waited
too long. Establishing boundaries for teens who have never experienced them may not be impossible but that task is
often incredibly hard and unpleasant. So, start young! Boundaries are rules. They are parameters of behavior that
ideally are set forth by God. We should want nothing more nor less from our children than what God wants. This is why
Moses commissioned the fathers of Israel to be diligent in instructing their children in God’s ways (Deut. 6:6-9). Paul
encouraged fathers to bring up their children in the “instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Fathers, hear the word of the
Lord! It is your responsibility to teach your children; a responsibility you cannot abdicate to anyone else. Rules require
authority. By definition, children are immature. God has given parents the responsibility and authority to guide their
offspring through the stormy developing years to maturity (Eph. 6:4). More than being a pal, God wants parents to be
parents and to exercise their authority to establish consistent parameters of behavior and enforce them. The parameters
establish the guidelines for proper behavior but it is the consistent enforcement of those parameters that becomes the
foundation for respect. Also, authority is sometimes a tough pill for teens to swallow. If authority is exercised without love
you have a formula for rebellion. Your child needs to have confidence, beyond their ability to doubt, that you have their
best interest at heart. Boundaries must be exemplified. God commands parents to be lights in the world (Matt. 5:16; cf.
Phil. 2:15); to be living examples of the virtues of good speech, faithful conduct, unconditional love, unswerving loyalty,
and unquestioned purity (1 Tim. 4:12). No one knows better than your teenager whether or not your claim to godliness is
genuine. When it is obvious that you are doing your best to live at the foot of the cross then, and only then, do you have
the moral authority to establish boundaries for your with the expectation that will respect you and obey the instruction
you have given.

When do you say “Yes?”? Earlier | teasingly said “never,” but you know that is not true, nor should it be. When your child
enters the teen years they are entering the stage of life where teaching them how to make independent decisions is
critical. You steer them; always hoping that they will make the best decisions but knowing that sometimes they won't.
When they make good choices you say “yes!,” smile, and have that warm feeling in your heart that you did something
right. In spite of your guidance however, at some point your child is going to make a bad decision and, where it doesn’t
do physical or spiritual harm and with reservation, you may still need to say “yes.” It is important for a teen to learn that
choices bring consequences, some of which are unpleasant. How do you say “No?” It’s simple really. If something involves
irreparable physical harm, if it is a sin, if it damages your teen’s reputation, if it hurts others or, if you are convinced that
something is truly not in the best interest of your kid — whew! you simply open your lips, place your tongue in the top of
your mouth while breathing out and say, “NO!” As a wise woman advised me long ago, “You choose your battles and
those you choose you win!” You are in a battle for the soul of your child. This battle is not against flesh and blood but
against spiritual forces of wickedness in high places (Eph. 6:12). Arm yourself and believe that “greater is He who is in you
than he who is in the world” (1 Jn. 4:4). With God'’s help, you can win. “The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice...”
(Prov. 23:24).



